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Overview

• Status of native prairie

• Major grassland types

• Restoration objectives/conservation planning





• Temperate grasslands are the most converted, least 
protected terrestrial habitat on earth

• In prairie Canada, only 5% of the remaining native 
grassland is protected

• 2.5 million acres of the Great Plains were ploughed in 
2015-2016.

• TNC (undated), WWF 2017 plowprint report, NCC



• 3.3% native prairie loss in Southwestern Mixed-grass 
Prairie IBA 2011-2015

• Hamel & Neufeld in prep





• Half of the species listed under Manitoba's Endangered 
Species Act are grassland or dune-endemics.

• NCC













• Prairie ecology

• 37% of the Manitoba tall-grass prairie patches 
surveyed in 1987 or 1988 had changed to other 
habitat types by 2006

• Koper et al 2010









Mixed-grass Prairie













Source: NCC analysis of Manitoba Conservation Data Centre data.































Restoration to Meet 
Conservation Objectives

• Connectivity/Size

• Ecological processes

• Buffer high quality sites

• Pollinators

• Species recovery

• Similarity to reference sites

• Ecological Goods & Services

• Public engagement/connection

• Aesthetics



What is a ‘high 
quality’ prairie

When does 
grassland = 
prairie?

When is a 
restoration ‘good 
enough’
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Species At Risk Recovery

Monarch
-Conservation measure: 2.3 Support programs that prevent or mitigate the conversion of native 

grasslands, in addition to increasing this habitat type through restoration, compensation and enhancement 

activities. Apply integrated land management to minimize loss of native vegetation.

Sprague’s Pipit
-Recommended approach: Identify priority areas to target restoration activities. Develop, promote, and 

implement appropriate restoration and management tools to improve and maintain the quality of breeding habitat.

Riddell’s Goldenrod
-Conservation measure: 2.3 Encourage inclusion of native-sourced Riddell’s Goldenrod in seed mixes 

for prairie restoration plantings, where appropriate22 and feasible, within the species’ native range; Encourage 
coordination of restoration activities (e.g., plantings, prescribed burns) among Conservation Authorities/ 
municipalities/ landowners/ First Nations.

Chestnut-collared Longspur
-Research and management approach: Develop, promote and implement appropriate 

restoration/management tools to enhance and maintain breeding habitat quality for the Chestnut-collared Longspur.





“Education is the key. If people don’t know something exists, they 
can’t properly care for it. There needs to be an effort to help 
people actually understand nature including grasslands. They 
need to fall in love with it, because only then will they protect it.” 

Henry Martens

From: Leanna Fehr booklet: "Grasslands on the Manitoba Escarpment: The Prairies 
in the Rural Municipality of Stanley“  Launch:  May 12th in Morden, 1-2 pm


