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When the Natural Areas Conservation Program (NACP) 
launched on a snowy day 12 years ago, few would have predicted 
its impact.  A public-private partnership to advance conservation 
on the settled landscape was certainly an innovative idea, but 
would Canadians respond? A dozen years later, as we close the 
books on the NACP, the overwhelming answer is yes!

On behalf of the Nature Conservancy of Canada, I’d like to  
express our thanks to Jonathan Wilkinson, Canada’s Minister of 
Environment and Climate Change, and the previous Minister, 
Catherine McKenna (2015-2019), for their tireless work to drive 
Canada forward on its conservation commitments. We are also 
grateful to our NACP partners, Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) 
and the country’s land trust community, who embraced the 
program. Finally, we offer our deepest gratitude to all of the 
Canadians who gave of their time, talent and resources to ensure 
the NACP was a success.

Experts the world over are sounding the alarm about the signif-
icant loss of biodiversity. There has never been a more urgent 
need for a program that brings Canadians together for nature.
Though the NACP has expired, over the next four years NCC will 
oversee the new Natural Heritage Conservation Program. This 
time we are confident that Canadians will join us, that together 
we will meet the conservation challenge head on, and that the 
momentum will continue. 

 John Lounds John Lounds
John Lounds
President & CEO
Nature Conservancy of Canada
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ABOUT THE NATURE  
CONSERVANCY OF CANADA
The Nature Conservancy of Canada 
(NCC) is Canada’s leading national 
private, not-for profit land conser-
vation organization. We protect 
and care for our most ecologically 
significant lands and waters, and 
the species they sustain. 

Our science-based conservation 
planning process drives our work. 
We partner with individuals, 
governments, Indigenous com-
munities, corporations and others 
to achieve conservation solutions. 
We secure properties through 
donation, purchase, conservation 
agreement and the relinquishment 
of private interests in land. We 
are proud to introduce the latest 
edition of the Natural Areas
Conservation Program Impact
Report, which summarizes what
the partnership has achieved in  
the course of the last year and 
since its inception. The report also 
includes accomplishments from 
our partners, including Ducks 
Unlimited Canada and regional 
land trusts.

NatureConservancy.ca/NACP
245 Eglinton Avenue East, Suite 410
Toronto, Ontario, Canada | M4P 3J1

For questions about the Natural  
Areas Conservation Program, 
contact Paul Hewer, Manager, 
Government Relations
1 877 231-3552 x 2268
paul.hewer@natureconservancy.ca

TM Trademarks owned by The Nature  
Conservancy of Canada
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Canada’s nature inspires pride from coast to coast to coast 
and in the forests, wetlands, prairies, and, yes, even deserts in 
between. Recent scientific reports have shown how important 
protecting nature is as our biodiversity faces decline. We also 
know that nature can provide up to 30 percent of the global 
solution to climate change. By working to preserve nature, we 
are protecting our plants and animals, absorbing and storing 
carbon, and conserving our natural heritage.

Over the past four years, our government worked to double the 
amount of protected nature. We are now going to act to ensure 
25 percent of Canada’s land and oceans are protected, by 2025.

Through the Natural Areas Conservation Program, we have 
conserved more than 550,000 hectares of ecologically important 
land across Canada — conserving wildlife habitat and protecting 
Canada’s biodiversity, including species at risk. We have also  
collaborated with the Nature Conservancy of Canada to provide 
tax incentives to Canadians who donate ecologically sensitive 
land to qualified conservation organizations. These programs are 
helping Canada conserve more nature.

We could not have accomplished this goal without the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada and its conservation partners. Together, 
we are creating a natural legacy for future generations through 
environmental conservation.

On behalf of Environment and Climate Change Canada, I would like 
to congratulate the Nature Conservancy of Canada and its partners 
for their success in wildlife habitat conservation and stewardship, 
under the Natural Areas Conservation Program. I look forward to 
continuing our work together as we work to make sure our kids 
and grandkids can experience the wonder of Canada’s nature.

 
 
The Honourable Jonathan Wilkinson, PC, MP 
Minister of Environment and Climate Change 
Government of Canada

A partnership for conservation
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Land  
donations
Canadians have strong connections  
to the iconic landscapes that span our 
country. For some Canadian families,  
ties to the land span generations. These 
places hold deep meaning and fond 
childhood memories, and are places for 
wedding ceremonies, stargazing and 
beautiful sunsets. These memories create 
special connections to nature, and inspire 
a desire to ensure that the land remains 
wild for generations to come. This is espe-
cially true for David and Ann Love. 

The Loves donated a portion of their 
property in the Happy Valley Forest 
north of Toronto so that it would remain 
wild and be able to sustain the species 
and communities that rely on it. They 
recognized the true value of the land, 
aptly named Love Mountain. Not only is 
it the place where their children explored 
and learned about nature, it also contains 
freshwater springs — a source of drinking 
water for local communities. 

The Natural Areas Conservation Program 
(NACP) supported organizations like the 
Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC), 
Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) and Can-
ada’s land trust community by providing 
incentives for Canadians to donate these 
lands, knowing that they will be pro-
tected and cared for. The NACP helped 
organizations with the ancillary costs of 
acquiring and caring for donated lands. 
Since 2007, the NACP has supported 272 
donations of land to NCC, DUC and other 
conservation organizations in Canada, 
totalling more than 85,000 hectares 
(210,563 acres) of land and fresh water 
from coast to coast.

These donated lands expand networks  
of protected areas that, in turn, support 
the health of local residents and main-
tain the quality of life of communities. 
They are a lasting legacy for individuals 
and families, and inspire others to make 
similar contributions.

Natural  
Areas  
Conservation 
Program
The Natural Areas Conservation Program 
(NACP) was a unique public-private partnership to 
accelerate the pace of private land conservation. 
In addition, the program supported the imple-
mentation of stewardship actions on conserved 
lands and provided capacity development  
support within Canada’s land trust community. 

Since the NACP’s inception in 2007, the Nature 
Conservancy of Canada (NCC), Ducks Unlimited 
Canada and Canada’s land trusts leveraged the 
program to expand natural corridors, protect 
migratory bird habitat and create innovative 
partnerships to help species at risk. In the last year 
alone, the NACP supported the conservation of 
more than 105,000 hectares (259,460 acres) across 
the country. This was thanks to a federal invest-
ment of $22.5 million, matched by more than  
$54 million from NCC and its partners. 

In the 12 years of the partnership, tremendous 
results were achieved. Since 2007, the program 
resulted in the conservation of more than 550,000 
hectares (more than 1.3 million acres) for 219 
species listed as at risk by the Committee on the 
Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada. This is 
an area as large as Gros Morne, Riding Mountain 
and Grasslands national parks put together. 

In that time, the Government of Canada invested  
$345 million in the program. These public  
funds were matched by private contributions  
of donated money and lands worth more than 
$700 million. The result was more than $1 billion  
in conservation outcomes. This investment  
also helped Canada’s progress toward meeting 
its Target 1 commitment.

NCC is grateful for this special partnership and 
proud of its accomplishments. The following  
pages feature a selection of successful projects 
completed in the last year, thanks to the NACP. 
They demonstrate what is possible when govern-
ments, conservation organizations and com-
mitted Canadians come together to protect our 
country’s precious spaces and species. 
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Toward a new partnership  
for conservation
This fiscal year we closed the book on the NACP. For 12 years, the unique public-private partner-
ship was a model of environmental leadership. The NACP offered Canadians the opportunity to 
become conservation leaders in their own communities through projects large and small. Every 
federal dollar invested in the program was matched 2:1 in non-federal contributions resulting in 
more than $1 billion in conservation outcomes.

Though NACP funds expired in spring 2019, the program’s momentum will not be lost. When  
the federal government sought proposals for a new $100-million conservation initiative, NCC and 
partners applied and were successful. We will oversee the new Natural Heritage Conservation 
Program (NHCP), working closely with partners DUC, the Canadian Land Trust Working Group and 
Wildlife Habitat Canada.

We look forward to an exciting four-year program through which we will conserve and care for  
an additional 200,000 hectares (more than 490,000 acres), contributing directly to Canada’s com-
mitment to conserve more of our terrestrial and freshwater habitat. The NHCP places a focus on 
protecting habitat for the recovery of species listed under the Species at Risk Act. The new program 
will also advance collaboration for conservation. It will support partnerships with Indigenous  
communities for conservation planning, stewardship and securement and will also help to develop 
capacity within Canada’s land trust movement.

$1 billion in  
conservation  

outcomes

$345 million from the  
Government of Canada,  

through the NACP

$700 million matched  
from individuals, corporations,  

foundations and other  
levels of government

$75 million  
for endowment funds 
to ensure long-term 

stewardship of  
those lands 

272 donated  
properties worth 

 $270 million total

Love Mountain at Happy Valley Forest, Ontario
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$355 million 
for conservation and 
protection of lands 
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ALBERTABRITISH COLUMBIA

57 
Species at risk observed  
on NACP properties in BC

237,183
Total hectares (586,091 acres) 
conserved under the NACP  
in this province

374,248 
The NACP has supported the conservation  
of 374,248 hectares (924,786 acres) of forest  
across Canada. That’s nearly the size of the  
Okanagan Valley.

Making Darkwoods whole
In BC’s majestic interior, wildlife needs room to roam. In 2008, with support from the Natural  
Areas Conservation Program (NACP), the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) and its partners 
created the Darkwoods Conservation Area. This acquisition was the single largest private conser-
vation purchase ever made in Canada. But the job wasn’t finished. There was a hole at the heart  
of Darkwoods. The Next Creek watershed, located in the centre of Darkwoods, was still unprotected, 
threatening the integrity of a vast network of conservation lands.

This past year, NCC made Darkwoods whole by acquiring the 7,900-hectare (19,500-acre) Next 
Creek watershed lands. This project expands the overall conservation area by 14 per cent, and it 
now spans 63,000 hectares (155,000 acres).

In the mountains of Darkwoods, alpine lakes feed creeks and rivers that tumble through an inland 
temperate rainforest and eventually merge with the deep waters of Kootenay Lake. Fish and am-
phibians thrive in these waterways, which also supply clean, fresh water for local communities. Locat-
ed in the South Selkirk Mountains, Darkwoods provides essential habitat for close to 40 confirmed 
species at risk, including grizzly bear, wolverine and whitebark pine. 

NCC partnered with the Government of Canada, through the NACP, along with the Government of 
British Columbia and private donors, to conserve the Next Creek watershed.

Next Creek watershed

Wolverine

Collaboration makes a global impact 
Few Canadians realize that we have our own forest region of Amazonian proportions: the  
boreal forest. Nearly one-third of the world’s boreal zone lies within Canada’s borders, providing 
habitat for more than 26 million ducks and waterfowl.

In 2018, the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) celebrated the protection of 3,300 square kilome-
tres of boreal forest in northeast Alberta, an area that became the Birch River Wildlands Provincial 
Park. When added to neighbouring lands, including Wood Buffalo National Park, Birch River Wildlands 
Provincial Park is now part of a 67,000-square-kilometre conserved area — the world’s largest contigu-
ous protected stretch of boreal forest. 

Birch River Wildlands Provincial Park is a haven for many species of trees and plants, and a nursery 
for many migratory birds. Two notable mammals can be found here: wood bison (threatened) and 
woodland caribou (threatened).

A broad partnership helped make this project a reality. NCC purchased the timber quotas for this 
area from the Tallcree Tribal Government, with the majority of the funding provided by Syncrude 
Canada. NCC then worked with the Tallcree to return the quota to the Province of Alberta, allowing 
for the creation of the Birch River Wildlands Provincial Park. Contributions from the Natural Areas 
Conservation Program (NACP), The Schad Foundation and others also supported the creation of 
the new conserved area.

37 
Species at risk observed on 
NACP properties in Alberta

141,685
Total hectares (350,111 acres) 
conserved under the NACP  
in this province

89,661 
The NACP has supported the conservation 
of 89,661 hectares (221,557 acres) of boreal 
forest across Canada.  

NACP IMPACT REPORT 2018-2019   7   

Bison in Wood Buffalo National Park

Beaver Hills Natural Area

Birch River Wildlands Provincial Park

Hiking at Darkwoods
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Protecting grasslands
People often think of rainforests and coral reefs as the planet’s most critical habitats in need of 
conservation. But in fact, it is grasslands that are the world’s most endangered terrestrial ecosystems. 
More than half of the world’s temperate grasslands have been converted to crops and other uses, 
and more than 70 per cent of Canada’s prairie grasslands have been converted. 

Over the past 25 years, Saskatchewan has lost more than 800,000 hectares (2 million acres) of  
native grasslands. The species that rely on this habitat are disappearing in what little remains.  
The Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) and its partners are leveraging the power of the  
Natural Areas Conservation Program (NACP) to protect 
this disappearing landscape in Saskatchewan.

One area of focus is the Milk River Basin in southwest  
Saskatchewan. The area provides habitat for many species 
at risk, including northern leopard frog (special concern) 
and swift fox (threatened). Many at-risk species of birds  
are also found in the area, including greater sage-grouse 
and burrowing owl (both endangered), as well as 
Sprague’s pipit, ferruginous hawk and chestnut-collared 
longspur (all threatened). 

With support from the NACP, NCC is now protecting  
2,700 hectares (6,671 acres) of rolling hills and native 
grasslands in the Milk River Basin. The program has  
also supported stewardship activities like grassland  
restoration, developing grazing management plans  
and installing wildlife-friendly fencing. 

These improved protected areas will allow what’s left of 
Canada’s grasslands to thrive for generations to come. 

SASKATCHEWAN MANITOBA

37 
Species at risk observed on 
NACP properties in Saskatchewan

61,421
Total hectares (151,774 acres)
conserved under the NACP in 
this province

51,091
The NACP has  
helped to conserve  
51,091 hectares  
(126,248 acres) of  
grasslands, an area  
larger than the  
city of Winnipeg.

Burrowing owl

Old Man on His Back Prairie and Heritage Conservation Area

Northern leopard frog

Memorial land donation announced
The late Bob Mickelson was a long-time resident of the Roblin area in Manitoba. Mr. Mickelson 
loved spending time riding his horses and enjoying the diverse landscapes of the area. In 2018, his 
family paid tribute to his love of nature and animals, as well as the Mickelson family’s long history in 
the Roblin area, by setting aside land as a conservation area in his name. 

The Bob Mickelson Conservation Lands are located northeast of Riding Mountain National Park. 
The 169-hectare (418-acre) property consists of grasslands, wetlands, forests and a lake. The conserved 
lands are home to many species of plants and wildlife. 

Forests within the Bob Mickelson Conservation Lands enhance the property’s diversity by pro-
viding nesting cover, as well as feeding and breeding grounds for many birds, amphibians and 
mammals, such as moose and elk. The property is home to several species at risk, including Canada 
warbler (threatened), eastern wood-pewee (special concern), bobolink (threatened) and northern 
leopard frog (special concern).  

Conserving these lands for the long term honours the memory of Bob Mickelson and benefits all 
Canadians. By providing funding to assist with the project’s completion, the Natural Areas Conser-
vation Program (NACP) helped translate the Micklesons’ vision into action.  

35 
Species at risk observed on 
NACP properties in Manitoba

27,917
Total hectares (68,984 acres) 
conserved under the NACP 
in this province

44,899 
The NACP has supported the conservation  
of 44,899 hectares (110,947 acres) of wetlands 
and lakes across Canada.  

NACP IMPACT REPORT 2018-2019   9   

Bob Mickelson

Bob Mickelson Conservation Lands
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PROJECTS CONSERVED UNDER THE
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NCC properties secured from 2007 to March 31, 2018

Properties secured by Canada’s other land trusts from 2007 to March 31, 2018



107
Species at risk observed on 
NACP properties in Ontario

32,319
Total hectares (79,861 acres) 
conserved under the NACP 
in this province

21,948
The NACP has helped to conserve 21,948 hectares 
(54,234 acres) of Great Lakes habitat on 43 parcels 
of land, including 189 kilometres of coastal  
shoreline habitat.

Protecting one of the last wild  
shorelines of Lake Ontario
The Great Lakes are impressive on a global scale. They contain an estimated one-fifth of the 
world’s surface fresh water (23 quadrillion gallons). Each summer, millions of tourists flock to 
beachside communities and parks for sun and fun. Unfortunately, most of the habitat along Lake 
Ontario’s coastline has been significantly altered over time. Very little natural habitat remains. With 
the help of the Natural Areas Conservation Program (NACP), the Nature Conservancy of Canada 
(NCC) and its partners are working to protect what’s left. 

NCC and Ducks Unlimited Canada partnered to protect 93 hectares (231 acres) and 2.5 kilometres 
of undeveloped Lake Ontario shoreline and coastal wetland near Brighton, Ontario. The Brighton 
Wetland is located near Presqu’ile Provincial Park. This unique habitat is also part of the Presqu’ile Bay 
Provincially Significant Wetland and the Presqu’ile Bay Important Bird Area.

The area is a haven for birders. Each year, tens of thousands of ducks and geese stop, rest and  
feed in the sheltered areas of Presqu’ile Bay, along the Lake Ontario shoreline. In the spring and 
summer, the area’s wetlands are important nesting areas for birds, such as king rail and least  
bittern, both listed as at risk. 

NACP funds were matched by other donors, including the Municipality of Brighton, Lower Trent 
Region Conservation Authority, Northumberland Land Trust, Lone Pine Land Trust, as well as nature 
clubs, private foundations and many individual donors.

Brighton Wetland
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Conservation puzzle coming together 
north of Montreal
There’s good news for wildlife populations north of Montreal. Through a mix of land donations 
and purchases, the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) expanded a key conservation area in the 
Laurentian Mountains with three new projects in Sainte-Agathe-des-Monts (Lac Brûlé), about 100 
kilometres from Montreal. The 95 hectares (234 acres) of forests and wetlands are near existing hiking 
trails and are essential for the movement of wildlife, such as black bear. 

The network now stretches over 300 hectares (741 acres) and links four major forest areas: the  
Jackrabbit Ecological Reserve in Montcalm, the Ouareau forest, the Val-David-Val-Morin Regional  
Park and the Mont-Tremblant National Park. 

Wetlands found in the network provide habitat for many amphibian and waterfowl species,  
including Canada goose, mallard, green frog, bullfrog and wood frog. The wooded areas are home  
to species such as red-backed salamander, common garter snake and smooth green snake. 

With the support of the Natural Areas Conservation Program (NACP), the Nature Conservancy of 
Canada worked closely with the Oliver Land Trust and Conservation Manitou on the expansion of 
protected areas in the region.

45 
Species at risk observed on 
NACP properties in Quebec

33,616
Total hectares (83,066 acres) 
conserved under the NACP 
in this province

80% 
More than 80% of  
all NACP projects  
are within two kilometres 
of existing protected  
areas, including national 
parks, provincial parks and 
other protected areas.

Montcalm

Red-backed salamander

Wood duck

Announcing conservation success

Hikers near Prévost, Quebec
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Family’s fifth land donation expands 
area for migratory birds
Populations of shorebirds are declining in Canada and around the world. That’s one of the 
many important reasons to conserve Canada’s Important Bird Areas (IBAs).  

Atlantic Canada is home to many of Canada’s IBAs. Thanks to a generous land donation from  
Nancy Novak, the fifth land donation to the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) from her family,  
NCC conserved a 41-hectare (101-acre) coastal property along the Northumberland Strait in  
New Brunswick. The donation, assisted by American 
Friends of Canadian Nature Inc., expands NCC’s Escuminac 
Nature Preserve to 297 hectares (735 acres), all of which has 
been donated by the family of the late John and Margaret 
Maxfield, Ms. Novak’s parents. 

The newly expanded nature preserve is in a nationally 
significant IBA and provides critical breeding habitat for 
endangered piping plovers. It also features a sandy beach, 
tidal flats and a provincially significant salt marsh. These 
provide habitat for large populations of waterfowl as well 
as shorebirds. 

Species found in the Escuminac area include common 
eider, common loon, black scoter, common goldeneye, 
long-tailed duck, American black duck, Canada goose, 
great blue heron and double-crested cormorant. 

With financial support through the Natural Areas Conser-
vation Program (NACP), NCC and the Novak and Maxfield 
families have worked to create a lasting natural legacy for 
future generations to enjoy. 

18 
Species at risk observed  
on NACP properties in  
New Brunswick

5,505
Total hectares (13,603 acres) 
conserved under the NACP 
in this province

20,058
The NACP has  
helped to conserve  
over 20,058 hectares 
(49,564 acres) of lands 
in 61 Important Bird 
Areas across Canada. 

Escuminac Nature Preserve

Escuminac Nature Preserve

Protecting a piece of precious coastline
Canada’s Atlantic coastline has some of the most majestic scenery in the country. In addition, the 
coastal saltwater marshes provide a key defense against storm surges. These natural features along 
the coast protect communities and habitat that lie further inland. 

Prince Edward Island’s Egmont Bay is low-lying and naturally boggy. As a result, it has been consid-
ered unsuitable for farming, and much of it has remained wild. Now, the region’s intact wetlands 
and forests are some of the most ecologically significant wild habitats remaining on PEI. They are 
a haven for wildlife, in particular American black duck, Canada goose, Nelson’s sparrow and many 
other species of migratory birds.

Through a generous donation from Anne Louise Boswall, 
and support from the Natural Areas Conservation Program 
(NACP) and the Government of Canada’s Ecological Gifts 
Program, the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) con-
served a 35-hectare (87-acre) coastal property containing 
valuable wetland, salt marsh and forest habitat along the 
Percival River in Egmont Bay, west of Summerside.

Named for Ms. Boswall’s grandfather, Stanley G. Bryant, the 
nature reserve features a 9-hectare (22-acre) freshwater 
wetland and a 3.5-hectare (8.5-acre) salt marsh, both of 
which are important habitats for many species of birds.  
The new reserve expands the total NCC-conserved land 
along the Percival River to 221 hectares (547 acres). 

7 
Species at risk observed  
on NACP properties in PEI

876
Total hectares (2,164 acres) 
conserved under the NACP 
in this province

103 
The NACP has helped  
protect 103 kilometres  
of marine shoreline.

Giddings, near Boswall

Nelson’s sparrrow
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Volunteers picking up trash at Escuminac

Volunteers in PEI



23 
Species at risk observed on 
NACP properties in Nova Scotia

8,120
Total hectares (20,064 acres) 
conserved under the NACP  
in this province

 11,576 
The NACP has helped protect  
11,576 hectares (28,604 acres) of  
habitat in the Acadian forest region.

Restoring habitat for snapping turtles
While much of the Natural Areas Conservation Program’s (NACP’s) success is driven by the  
acquisition of important lands and waters, the program also helps partners restore habitat that  
has been degraded. Often, these stewardship activities have direct benefits to species at risk. 

With support from the NACP, the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) initiated a multi-phase  
project in southwestern Nova Scotia and restored Acadian forest to improve habitat at the 
2,225-hectare (5,500-acre) Silver River Nature Reserve. Among the many species that will benefit 
from this work is the at-risk snapping turtle. This species is especially vulnerable to threats  
imposed by human activity and changes to its habitat. 

Adult snapping turtles do not reach breeding age until 15 to 20 years and tend to have low  
nesting success. This means that the loss of even one mature adult can be detrimental to the 
overall health of the population. 

NACP-funded stewardship work at the Silver River Nature Reserve included monitoring surveys  
to understand where the turtles are nesting. As a result, recreational activity be can directed  
away from nesting sites and toward less sensitive parts of the reserve. Ongoing monitoring will 
ensure that this threatened species will thrive within the protected area and beyond. 

Conservation Volunteers

Silver River

Snapping turtle
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Conserving forest in Freshwater Bay
Thanks to a generous land donation from the Crosbie Group Ltd. and support from the Natural 
Areas Conservation Program (NACP), the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) has conserved  
a 98-hectare (243-acre) coastal property in Freshwater Bay. 

The property is mostly forest and is home to a variety of native Newfoundland species, including 
balsam fir, black spruce, tamarack and white spruce. The property also serves as an important 
gathering place for nearby colonies of seabirds, including black-legged kittiwake, black guillemot 
and herring gull. 

The conserved lands contain part of the East Coast Trail in Freshwater Bay. Located just minutes  
from St. John’s, this property is already a popular place to hike, whale watch and escape the  
city. It is a highlight on the way to Cape Spear, one of Newfoundland and Labrador’s most  
iconic destinations.

8 
Species at risk observed  
on NACP properties in  
Newfoundland and Labrador

2,664
Total hectares (6,582 acres) 
conserved under the NACP 
in this province

160
Many NACP-protected lands are accessible  
for recreational uses. There are more than  
160 NACP-protected properties with hiking trails.

Hiking in Freshwater Bay

Freshwater Bay

Black guillemots
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Supporting  
Canada’s  
land trusts
Conservation success in Canada can only be achieved if  
many organizations embrace the challenge of conserving the 
country’s natural treasures. The Natural Areas Conservation 
Program (NACP) has supported conservation organizations to 
do just that, by providing funding for securement projects in 
communities across Canada and providing capacity development 
assistance to allow these organizations to be more effective over 
the long term. 

To do this, funds were set aside for Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) 
as well as local land trusts and conservation groups designated  
as Other Qualified Organizations (OQOs). 

Since 2007, the NACP provided substantial funding through the 
OQO program, totaling $34 million to DUC and over $16 million 
to OQOs. These funds yielded tremendous results. DUC worked 
to secure more than 69,000 hectares (170,000 acres) of important 
wetlands and surrounding areas through 624 projects. And 31 
OQOs achieved the conservation of more than 7,000 hectares 
(17,000 acres) through 74 projects. 

Since 2016, under the OQO Capacity Development Funding  
Program, the NACP provided financial assistance to 21 land trusts 
across the country. These funds enhanced an organization’s  
ability to meet the Canadian Land Trust Standards and Practices. 
As a result, these organizations are better equipped to expand 
their work in local communities and build donor confidence in 
the land trust movement. 

The NACP was a catalyst for dozens of organizations to advance  
conservation projects in communities across Canada. These  
projects enhance biodiversity and provide the many co-benefits 
that conservation projects bring to local communities.

Below are the organizations that received funds through 
the OQO program in 2018–2019:

• Appalachian Corridor
• Héritage Plein Air du Nord 
• Mississippi Madawaska Land Trust
• Nature Trust of New Brunswick
• Oak Ridges Moraine Land Trust
• Southern Alberta Land Trust Society
• Thames Talbot Land Trust
• Thunder Bay Field Naturalists

Ducks Unlimited Canada 
Haggarty
Riding Mountain National Park is a conservation cornerstone 
in southeast Manitoba. It anchors a network of protected areas 
housing rich, diverse lands and waters. DUC works with local 
landowners to ensure that their lands remain both productive 
and ecologically sustainable.

Located in the Rural Municipality of Yellowhead, 40 kilometres 
south of the park, the Haggarty property consists of 26 wetland 
basins, measuring a total of 17 hectares (42 acres). The property 
also shelters 45 hectares (112 acres) of grasslands, which were 
seeded as part of DUC’s Forage Program.  

In 2018, the property’s landowners signed a conservation agree-
ment with DUC because they believed the site was best suited 
for cattle production and wanted to ensure its grasslands and 
wetlands remained free from future development.

Haggarty provides excellent cover for ground-nesting birds. In 
addition, the property’s wetlands vary in size and permanence, 
offering a mix of habitat for waterfowl. During a recent survey, 
DUC staff observed nine species of waterfowl on the property. 
More than 30 waterfowl and wildlife species can benefit from 
the project. 

The Haggarty project builds upon a 1,400-hectare (3,460-acre) 
network of lands protected by DUC and the Manitoba Habitat 
Heritage Corporation, with 79 conservation project quarters 
within an eight-kilometre radius. 

Nature Trust of New Brunswick 
Minister’s Face Nature Preserve
The Other Qualified Organizations (OQO) program encouraged lo-
cal partners to come together to achieve great things in their communities. 
Near Saint John, New Brunswick, several groups work together to maintain 
a nature preserve on Long Island, in the Kennebecasis River.

The Minister’s Face Nature Preserve protects 123 hectares (303 acres)  
of habitat that supports rare species. In 2019, six hectares (14 acres)  
were added to the preserve through the OQO program. The preserve 
includes the iconic Crow’s Nest, the highest point on the island,  
which rises 100 metres above the river. The trail to this point offers  
an impressive lookout. In addition, the preserve contains a variety  
of forest stands, which include mature red spruce.

A stunning cliff face on the preserve is home to rare tundra plants, usually 
found in their Arctic habitat; they are only known to grow in a few loca-
tions in New Brunswick. The cliff face is often visited by peregrine falcons 
— birds of prey listed as endangered in New Brunswick. The discovery of 
the nationally rare wall-rue fern during a botanical inventory on the island 
was especially significant, as the plant had not been previously found 
anywhere in New Brunswick.

The Nature Trust of New Brunswick works with the Friends of Long Island 
stewardship group and the Royal Kennebecasis Yacht Club to care for this 
nature preserve and maintain the close to three kilometres of trails. Corridor Appalachien/ 

Appalachian Corridor  
SIFISA II
The Appalachian Mountains stretch from Newfoundland all the way 
south to Alabama. In the range south of Montreal lie large stretches of 
undisturbed forest. A local conservation organization, Appalachian 
Corridor, is working to ensure that these natural spaces remain wild. 

In 2018, with assistance from the OQO program, Appalachian Corridor 
acquired the Mont Foster - SIFISA AMÉRIQUE property. It joins a 435-hectare 
(1,074-acre) network of lands protected by the Nature Conservancy of 
Canada (NCC) and Appalachian Corridor. The property contains a variety 
of habitats, such as deciduous and mixed forests, intermittent and  
permanent streams and wetlands. 

Several notable species have been sighted on the property, including 
northern two-lined salamander, spring salamander, pickerel frog and 
the endangered monarch butterfly. This is also a key area for several 
wide-ranging species, including moose, bobcat, black bear and fisher. 

Streams flowing on this property are located at the head of the  
Missisquoi North River watershed, which is home to several turtle  
species. The conservation of this property will also help maintain the 
water quality of the watershed, which is essential for wildlife species  
and communities that depend on these wetlands and aquatic habitats 
situated downstream. 
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7,000 
The NACP has helped OQOs conserve more  
than 7,000 hectares (17,297 acres) throughout   
74 projects.

69,000 
The NACP has helped DUC secure more than 
69,000 hectares (170,000 acres) of important 
wetland habitat through 624 projects.

SIFISA II

Volunterrs

Minister’s Face Nature Preserve

Haggarty
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