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For more information about OMB or to 
make a donation to Nature Conservancy 

of Canada please contact: 

Nature Conservancy of Canada 
1777 Victoria Avenue, Suite 100 

Regina, SK S4P 4K5 
1-866-622-7275 

saskatchewan@natureconservancy.ca 
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Originally spanning par ts of two provinces and five 
states, and cover ing more than 160 million acres, 
the Semi-ar id Mixedgrass Prair ie was one of Nor th 
Amer ica’s major ecosystems.  In Saskatchewan, 
most of the Mixedgrass Prair ie disappeared rap-
idly with settlement and the breaking of cropland.  
Some land was subsequently taken out of cultiva-
tion, but most of this was seeded to introduced 
grasses.  Today, only about  30% of the or iginal 
Semi-ar id Mixedgrass Prair ie remains in Canada.  
Large, unbroken tracts only exist near the Cypress 
Hills and along the Frenchman River  Valley. 
Thanks to the previous owners, Peter &  Sharon 
Butala, the Old Man on His Back Prair ie &  Her i-
tage Conservation Area is one of the best remain-
ing examples.  
 
Numerous teepee r ings and other archaeological 
features remain intact. Home, in the ear ly 1800’s to 
the Assiniboine or Stoney people, this was the area 
to which Sitting Bull led the Dakota Sioux in 1877 
to escape persecution.   The route of the famed 
Boundary Commission passed nearby.   
 
A section of the ranch, now called the Remount 
Pasture was used by the Nor th West Mounted 
Police after  their  march West in the 1880’s to pas-
ture their  horses.  
 
The house where Peter  Butala was raised remains 
on the proper ty, and this is where his wife Sharon 
created her  nationally acclaimed book entitled 
“ Perfection of the Morning” .  
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Wallace Stegner ’s family homesteaded just 
south of the ranch along the Montana border .  
Stegner  is a Pulitzer  Pr ize winner  and author  of 
“ Wolf Willow” , a book about the area.   

 

While NCC has secured OMB, the ranch is now 
enter ing the ear ly stewardship and management 
stage and future plans are to create more op-
por tunities for  interpretation . The guiding 
pr inciple is to ensure that the ecological values 
of the proper ty  are conserved over  the long 
term.  

 

Sweeping vistas of the open prair ie, incredible 
sunr ises and sunsets, and an abundance of wild-
flowers and grassland birds are just some of the 
many natural attractions. The ranch is a haven 
for  wildlife rarely seen by most Canadians.  
Small herds of Pronghorn Antelope frequent 
the proper ty, and imper iled species such as the 
Ferruginous Hawk are sometimes sighted.  
Because very little of the property has been 
cultivated and the native range has been  well 
managed, plant diversity is high. Habitat is 
available for  significant species such as the 
once-extirpated Swift Fox, the nationally endan-
gered Burrowing Owl, the nationally threatened 
Sprague’s Pipit and Loggerhead Shr ike,  Sage 
Grouse, and Nor thern Leopard Frog. 

 

OMB is a working ranch . Cattle and a         
conservation herd of Plains Bison are being co-
managed on the land. Visitors may have a 
chance to watch the bison roam, just as their  
ancestors did over  a century ago.  Approxi-
mately 65 bison currently reside on the ranch 
and the herd will be allowed to grow to 150 
animals in the future.�
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The Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) has con-
served the Old Man on His Back Prair ie and Her itage 
Conservation Area in perpetuity in par tnership with 
Peter and Sharon Butala, Saskatchewan Environ-
ment (Fish and Wildlife Development Fund) and 
Saskatchewan Agriculture, Food and Rural Revitali-
zation. This legacy was made possible through the 
generosity of numerous corporate and conservation 
par tners, foundations and individuals. 

 

Note 
A round tr ip from Eastend to OMB through  
Claydon and Divide is 120 km and will take  

1 and 1/2 hours to dr ive. 
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