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ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION
Learn about how the Nature Conservancy of Canada is
restoring natural areas across the country.

Overview
The Society for Ecological Restoration defines ecological restoration as
the "process of assisting the recovery of an ecosystem that has been
degraded, damaged or destroyed." By restoring ecosystems, we improve
biodiversity and the benefits that nature provides to people.
The Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) is working with partners on
some of Canada’s largest and most ambitious ecosystem
restoration projects.
Ecological restoration provides a powerful narrative on how we are
moving beyond stopping the loss of nature. It helps to improve
the health of nature for future generations by healing lands, waters
and wildlife. Ecological restoration can include recreating historical
ecosystems, removing invasive species, planting native species and
reintroducing natural processes, such as fire.
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Why NCC cares
Ecological restoration is needed if we are to save many of our most endangered ecosystems and species, particularly in
southern Canada. It maintains and enhances biodiversity on NCC properties and provides benefits to local communities.
Restoration also changes our relationship with nature. It provides an opportunity for community engagement in our work
and demonstrates that we can create a better world for future generations.
Ecological restoration is key part of the conservation picture and is an important discussion point when sharing our work
with supporters. NCC’s on-the-ground work is led by a team of conservation science professionals who work to identify, plan
and execute the protection of the best of Canada's natural spaces and manage and restore them for the long term.
NCC has a proven track record of ecological restoration and a growing suite of projects that we can use to showcase both
our expertise and the benefits of restoration.
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Examples of our work and impact
•

NCC uses traditional conservation methods and techniques, such as prescribed burning on grassland habitats across the
country, to restore areas and promote the growth and return of native species.

•

NCC’s restoration work is improving connectivity between wetlands, creating more habitat for native plants and animals,
and restoring natural hydrology. These restored wetlands are important to the health of local watersheds. They mitigate
floods by absorbing and holding water like a giant sponge and improve drinking water quality by filtering nutrients and
removing sediment and even bacteria.

•

NCC also restores species populations on our properties through methods such as tree/seed planting and partnering with
other organizations on breeding programs for birds and butterflies.
Examples of areas where NCC is involved in restoration projects:
»
»
»
»
»
»

•

British Columbia: West Kootenay
Alberta: Sage-grouse project
Saskatchewan: Nebo
Ontario: Pelee Island
Quebec: Spiny softshell turtle recovery at Lac Champlain
Prince Edward Island: Blooming Point

NCC has restored many wetlands across Canada, including in Norfolk County. Restoration in this area started in 2010. In
2020, NCC acquired another 138 hectares (335 acres) of wetland, shoreline, fields and forests here.
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•

By using conservation methods like invasive species removal and
prescribed burning, we have helped restore grassland and prairie
landscapes, such as at the Old Man on His Back Prairie and Heritage
Conservation Area in Saskatchewan.

•

Once an industrial mud pit, the Campbell River Estuary in BC has made
a dramatic transformation back into an area of rich diversity and
beauty. Thanks to key partnerships and a caring community, NCC was
able to rehabilitate a lifeless shoreline into a thriving hub for a host of
coastal wildlife. Visitors can experience first-hand the beautiful lands
that are now one of Campbell River's favourite parks.
For more information on how NCC is achieving ecological restoration across
Canada, visit natureconservancy.ca/ecorestortation.

Page 2

