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The Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) is Canada’s leading national, private land conservation organization.
We protect and care for our most ecologically significant lands and waters and the species they sustain.
Our science-based conservation planning process drives our work. We partner with individuals, governments,
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through donation, purchase, conservation agreement and the relinquishment of other legal interests, and manage
them for the long term.
Since 1962, NCC and our partners have helped conserve more than 1.1 million hectares (2.8 million acres) of
ecologically significant land from coast to coast.
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A PARTNERSHIP FOR CONSERVATION
This year, as we measure
the impact of the Natural
Areas Conservation
Program (NACP), we’re
taking a moment to look
back on what has been
accomplished under this
unique public-private
partnership. After 10
years, we’re pleased to
be able to celebrate the
conservation of more
than 430,000 hectares
(1 million acres) of significant habitat, which sustains 198
COSEWIC-assessed species at risk.
The NACP continues to encourage private land conservation
in Canada. It supports and complements existing conservation
programs in Canada and North America. It is helping build
an integrated network of protected areas across the country,
providing species with the natural corridors that are so vital
to their ability to adapt to climate change. Today, 81 per
cent of properties conserved under the program lie within
two kilometres of national parks, provincial parks or other
conservation areas.
Partnership is at the heart of the NACP’s success. Individual
donors, landowners, communities, Indigenous partners, industry,
and provincial and municipal governments have all come
together through the NACP to achieve common conservation
goals. The NACP is a win for nature and a win for Canadians.
The impact of the Government of Canada’s contributions to
the NACP cannot be overstated. Donors are encouraged by
how far their dollar or gift of land goes when it is leveraged
with the government’s investment through the program.
I want to thank the Government of Canada and our partners at
Environment and Climate Change Canada for their continued
investment and support. I am deeply appreciative of our
donors across the country who make it possible for us to build
a natural legacy for our children and grandchildren.

The Government of
Canada is proud to
partner with the Nature
Conservancy of Canada
(NCC) to conserve lands
that protect and preserve
our biodiversity.
Canada is blessed with
natural wealth that has
shaped our culture and
communities — from
abundant and clean water,
to fresh air, vast lands and
incredible coasts. This
year, as we celebrate Canada’s 150th anniversary of Confederation,
we also celebrate our country’s majestic environment, and
reaffirm our commitment to preserving our natural heritage for
generations to come.
Our government supports the Nature Conservancy of Canada
through the Natural Areas Conservation Program, and does this
by providing funds that are then matched by NCC partners and
donors. Significant areas of land have been protected through
this program.
We also partner with the Nature Conservancy of Canada and
other organizations on the Ecological Gifts Program, which
provides tax incentives for donations of ecologically sensitive
land to qualified recipient organizations. These programs
complement one another and help facilitate significant
contributions to our conservation goals, and we could not do it
without partners like NCC.
On behalf of Environment and Climate Change Canada, I would
like to congratulate the Nature Conservancy of Canada and its
partners for their continuing achievements in conservation and
environmental stewardship.

The Honourable Catherine McKenna, PC, MP
Minister of Environment
and Climate Change
Government of Canada

Yours in nature,

John Lounds | President and CEO
Nature Conservancy of Canada

NATURECONSERVANCY.CA/NACP
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NATURAL AREAS
CONSERVATION PROGRAM
The Natural Areas Conservation Program (NACP) is a unique publicprivate partnership to accelerate and increase the volume of private land
conservation. In addition, the program supports the implementation
of stewardship actions on conserved lands and provides capacity
development support within Canada’s land trust community.
The Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) administers the
program, securing ecologically significant lands with the
participation of Ducks Unlimited Canada and other land
trusts and conservation organizations. Habitat protected

This direct conservation action has been made possible
thanks to the investment to date of $300 million† by
Environment and Climate Change Canada — an investment
that has been matched by more than $580 million in
contributions of donated land and funds from Canadians
at large, the private sector and provincial governments.
The NACP is on track to achieve $1 billion of conservation
investment in Canada by 2020.
In the most recent program year — April 2016 to March
2017 — nearly 12,000 hectares (29,653 acres) of habitat was
conserved, based on a federal investment of $22.5 million
and matched by $47 million from non-federal sources.
The NACP protects habitat for many of Canada’s most
threatened species, such as wolverine, burrowing owl and
whitebark pine. The program has now secured habitat for
198 COSEWIC*-assessed species at risk.

under the NACP connects or enhances corridors to existing
protected areas, such as national parks, national wildlife
areas and migratory bird sanctuaries.
Launched in 2007, the NACP has made a tremendous
contribution towards expanding Canada’s network
of protected areas. As of March 31, 2017, Canadians
contributing through the program have helped conserve
more than 430,000 hectares (1 million acres) across the
country. That’s an area equivalent to two-thirds the size of
Banff National Park.
4
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Target 1 of the 2020 Biodiversity Goals and Targets for Canada
calls for 17 per cent of our terrestrial areas and inland waters
and 10 per cent of our coastal and marine areas to be
conserved through networks of protected areas and other
effective area-based conservation measures by the end of
the decade. The NACP encourages Canadians to directly
contribute to our national goals.
In the following pages you will learn more about the Natural
Areas Conservation Program’s highlights in the past year, and
its decade of impact in some of our country’s most important
natural habitats. Join us in celebrating 10 years of success.
†

May 2007 to March 2017

*Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada
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A 2017 independent evaluation of the Natural Areas Conservation
Program found that it:
- is managed efficiently and effectively;
- provides value for money, through a 2:1 match for every federal government dollar
provided;
- produces high-quality and durable conservation solutions;
- encourages Canadians to conserve together; and
- is directly aligned with NCC and Government of Canada priorities, roles and responsibilities,
including helping Canada achieve its international obligations under the UN Convention
on Biological Diversity as well as its species at risk obligations.

NATURECONSERVANCY.CA/NACP
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SPECIES AT RISK
The bobolink has one of the longest migrations of any
North American songbird, travelling 20,000 kilometres
to and from South America each year. In the summer it
breeds in open areas across much of southern Canada and
the northern United States.

In March 2017, NCC announced the conservation of a
37-hectare (90-acre) property in the heart of the Osoyoos
Oxbows property. The new conservation area is the latest
addition to a complex of conservation lands that run parallel
to the highway between Osoyoos and Oliver.

While walking along BC’s Okanagan River, visitors may be
able to catch a glimpse of a bobolink in its only breeding
location in the Okanagan Valley. Considered a birder’s
paradise, the Osoyoos Oxbows property, located along the
Okanagan River, fosters habitat that is recognized as an
Important Bird Area for many species, and contains some of
the last remaining marshes in a once-thriving wetland area.

This property is an example of how the NACP is conserving
important habitat for species across Canada. Since 2007, the
program has enabled the conservation of habitat for more
than 198 COSEWIC-assessed species at risk. These include
some of Canada’s most endangered and iconic species, such
as grizzly bear, mountain caribou and eastern grey wolf.
Private land conservation expands the Government of
Canada’s efforts to conserve important habitat for species at
risk. Projects such as the Osoyoos Oxbows ensure Canada’s
species at risk are protected across our diverse geography.
The NACP is an important tool in fostering these private land
conservation efforts. Once the land is conserved, NCC also
implements stewardship actions that support species at
risk recovery.
The Osoyoos Oxbows project includes the restoration of
some of the property’s agricultural fields to more natural
wetlands, mirroring the recent restoration of adjacent
conservation lands by NCC and Ducks Unlimited Canada.
Re-establishing historic oxbow channels supports the
recovery of wetland species, such as western painted turtle,
Great Basin spadefoot and western tiger salamander.
Many funders contributed to the success of this project,
including the Government of Canada, through the Natural
Areas Conservation Program, Habitat Conservation Trust
Foundation, British Columbia Conservation Foundation,
Oliver-Osoyoos Naturalists’ Club, South Okanagan
Naturalists’ Club, Okanagan Similkameen Parks Society,
Burrowing Owl Winery and many individuals.
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The NACP protects habitat for many of Canada’s endangered and
iconic species. To date, habitat has been protected for more than
198 COSEWIC*-assessed species at risk.**
*Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada
**Several species found in many provinces

Species at risk, by category

Amphibians
Birds
Fish
Invertebrates
Mammals
Plants - non-vascular
Plants - vascular
Reptiles

Species at risk for which habitat is
protected, by province

17
54
11
16
22
6
42
30

BC
AB
SK
MB
ON
QC
NB
PEI
NS
NL

51
31
31
30
96
41
14
5
22
8

Île-Hébert, Quebec
This crescent-shaped island in the Greater Montreal Area
provides habitat for several species of threatened and
endangered turtles, including map turtles. Several plant
species considered threatened or vulnerable in Quebec are
found on the island, including shagbark hickory, swamp white
oak and Virginia mountain-mint. The site is also prime habitat
for around 20 species of waterfowl as well as shorebirds.

Big Trout Bay, Ontario
Big Trout Bay’s cliffs are a critical breeding ground for
peregrine falcon, a species of special concern. NCC’s
latest securement in Big Trout Bay consists of more
than 1,000 hectares (2,471 acres) of pristine wilderness,
including 21 kilometres of undeveloped shoreline
on Lake Superior. It features towering cliffs, stretches
of open bedrock and rugged cobble beaches. These
shoreline areas provide varied habitat for species, such as
bird’s-eye primrose, lake trout and moose.
NATURECONSERVANCY.CA/NACP
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CONNECTING
PROTECTED AREAS
Located 250 kilometres northwest of Winnipeg is Riding
Mountain National Park. Within this 2,969-square-kilometre
protected area is the Manitoba Escarpment. This dominant
park feature provides excellent views of forested hills,
meadows, valleys, lakes and wetlands.
Less obvious is the park’s significance as a transition zone,
where three of Canada’s iconic ecosystems meet: grasslands,
upland boreal and eastern deciduous forests. Each habitat
brings its own unique blend of plants and animals.
Not far from Riding Mountain National Park are Duck
Mountain Provincial Forest and Asessippi Provincial Park.
Together, they form a network of protected areas that
conserve important habitat — including most of Manitoba’s
remaining fescue prairie. So biologically significant is the
area, that it includes one of only 18 UNESCO-designated
biosphere reserves in Canada.
Connectivity is an important principle of conservation.
More connectivity means less interruption of natural
processes and an increase of healthier wildlife populations.
In addition to linking protected areas for wide-ranging
animals such as grizzly bear, moose and lynx, these

8
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corridors will help other animals and plants shift their
ranges in response to climate change.
The Nature Conservancy of Canada is working to build a
network of connected protected areas across Canada. The
NACP is making this task far easier. In fact, 81 per cent of all
NACP projects across Canada are within two kilometres of
existing protected areas, including national parks, provincial
parks and other NCC properties.
With the help of the NACP, NCC acquired a property at
Puzzle Lake. Located just over seven kilometres from Riding
Mountain National Park, this lake is home to several species
of waterfowl — mallard, teal and northern shoveler, among
them. Wide-ranging mammals such as moose, elk, deer and
black bear also move through the area.
NCC has conserved more than 7,600 hectares (18,780
acres) in 82 projects in the Riding Mountain Natural Area.
These projects provide habitat for grassland birds, such
as nationally threatened chestnut-collared longspur and
Sprague’s pipit. By supporting private land conservation
efforts, the NACP has helped to extend the protected areas
in this important wildlife corridor.

Manitoba

Saskatchewan

NACP-funded projects

Duck
Mountain
Provincial
Forest

Federally Protected Areas
Provincially Protected Areas
Priority Linkage Areas

Asessippi
Provincial
Park

Manitoba

Saskatchewan

Riding Mountain National Park

Green Mountains Nature Reserve, Quebec
Located in the heart of the largest tract of unfragmented
forest in the Green Mountains range, the reserve contains clear
streams — favourable habitat for at-risk spring salamanders.
Two other species on the at-risk list also nest here: Bicknell’s
thrush and Canada warbler. This vast property increases the
connectivity of the Green Mountains Nature Reserve for largeranging mammals, such as moose, bobcat and fisher, and is
part of an important international wildlife corridor between
Quebec and Vermont.

Chignecto Isthmus, Nova Scotia
The Chignecto Isthmus is a narrow land bridge that
connects Nova Scotia to the rest of Canada. Conserved
land in the isthmus creates a critical and narrow wildlife
corridor linking Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. This area is
fragmented by roads, and under pressure from forestry and
agriculture. Cheekily named the Moose Sex Project, these
conserved lands provide opportunities for New Brunswick
moose to meet and breed with provincially endangered
moose in Nova Scotia.

NATURECONSERVANCY.CA/NACP
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MIGRATORY BIRD HABITAT
Visited by ornithologist John James Audubon in the 1830s,
New Brunswick’s Grand Manan Island has long been
recognized as a critical breeding, wintering and migratory
stopover site for a wide range of birds, including razorbill,
common murre, ring-necked duck and American wigeon.
Thanks to the generosity of two New Brunswick families who
donated their land, NCC has protected 129 hectares (319
acres) of valuable habitat on the southeast coast of Grand
Manan. Arlene Small donated land in memory of her parents,
Hartford and Bessie Ingalls, and Earl Brewer and Sandy
Kitchen donated land in memory of Wayne B. Kitchen.
This conserved area includes mature coastal forest, a large
freshwater pond and a 500-metre coastline with a sand and
gravel beach.
Although it is located within the boundaries of both an
Important Bird Area and the federal Grand Manan Island
Migratory Bird Sanctuary, neither designation previously
protected the privately owned habitat from development,
making this area a high priority for conservation.

Grand Manan provides habitat for many COSEWICassessed endangered, threatened or special concern birds,
such as red knot, barn swallow, bobolink and eastern
wood-pewee.
Under the NACP, more than 13,000 hectares (32,000 acres)
in 43 Important Bird Areas across Canada have been
conserved in the last decade. These lands often mark a
critical stopover point — a place where birds feed and rest
before completing a migration thousands of kilometres
long. In some cases, these are lands that, if lost, could
drastically reduce a species’ chances of survival. More
than half of all known Canadian bird species have been
documented on NACP properties.
For example, at Johnson’s Mills on the Bay of Fundy, more
than 30 per cent of the world’s semipalmated sandpiper
population stops to rest and refuel each year. In just a few
weeks, the birds double their weight by feasting on tiny
mud shrimp during low tide in the bay. This fuels them for
their non-stop, 4,000-kilometre flight to winter habitat in
South America.
The most comprehensive report of its kind, The State of
North America’s Birds 2016, sounded the alarm that one third
of bird species in Canada, the U.S. and Mexico are now of
“major conservation concern,” and habitat loss is one of the
key reasons. The NACP is helping to protect habitats for
several species of migratory birds that are rare and declining
across Canada.
Conservation of the Grand Manan property was made
possible with the support of funding from the Government
of Canada through the Natural Areas Conservation Program.
The project also includes a land donation made through
the Government of Canada’s Ecological Gifts Program. The
New Brunswick Wildlife Trust Fund, U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Fund (under the North American Wetlands Conservation Act),
Crabtree Foundation, Sir James Dunn Foundation, McCain
Foundation and many private donors also contributed to
the success of this conservation project.

10
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In the last 10 years,
> 13,000 hectares (32,000 acres)
in 43 Important Bird Areas
across Canada have been
conserved under the NACP.

More than 340 bird species
have been documented
on NACP properties.

Cascumpec Sandhills, Prince Edward Island
One of PEI’s last remaining untouched beaches, this property
is an Important Bird Area that provides habitat for migratory
birds, including endangered piping plovers. It is linked to a
nearby NCC project at the Conway Sandhills. Both are part
of a 50-kilometre-long sand dune and wetland complex on
the north shore of western PEI. The Cascumpec Sandhills
are also a vital feeding area for many species of waterfowl,
including Canada goose, green-winged teal and American
black duck.

Douglas Marsh, Manitoba
This property is part of a natural aquifer in the Assiniboine
Delta. Designated an Important Bird Area, the Douglas
Marsh supports one of the largest concentrations of
yellow rail, a species of special concern, in Canada. The
property enhances connectivity in the area as it is located
close to the Whiteshell, Northwest Angle and Sandilands
Provincial Forests, and Whiteshell Provincial Park.

NATURECONSERVANCY.CA/NACP

11

YUKON

NORTHWEST
TERRITORIES

NUNAVUT

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

ALBERTA
SASKATCHEWAN

MANITOBA

Hectares by province

12

BC

229,036

AB

47,231

SK

55,900

MB

24,428

ON

28,912

QC

29,065

NB

5,046

PEI

755

NS

7,348

NL

2,528
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PROJECTS CONSERVED
UNDER THE NATURAL
AREAS CONSERVATION
PROGRAM 2007 - 2017

Conserved more than 430,000
Protected habitat for
hectares (1 million acres) and 198 species assessed as
raised more than $580 million
at risk by COSEWIC
in matching funds from non-federal
(27 per cent of
sources, leveraging a Government
COSEWIC-assessed
of Canada investment of
species).
$300 million to date.

Conserved areas within
reach of more than
29 million Canadians.

NEWFOUNDLAND
AND LABRADOR

QUEBEC

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

ONTARIO

NOVA
SCOTIA
NEW
BRUNSWICK

NCC properties
Properties secured under the Other Qualified Organizations program

NATURECONSERVANCY.CA/NACP
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WATER
The Musquash Estuary in New Brunswick is the last
fully functioning river estuary remaining on the Bay of
Fundy and an important feeding and nesting area for
birds travelling along the Atlantic Flyway. A verdant,
winding expanse of salt marshes, peat bogs, tidal flats
and surrounding Acadian forest and freshwater wetlands,
Musquash is a haven for aquatic species, migratory water
birds and terrestrial wildlife.
In 2007, the waterway was designated as Canada’s sixth
Marine Protected Area under the Oceans Act.
Thanks to NACP support, NCC and partners celebrated a
significant expansion of the Musquash Estuary Reserve in
the last year, which now totals more than 2,020 hectares
(5,000 acres).
When you protect land, you also protect our most
precious resource — water. Across Canada, the NACP
has helped conserve more than 10,000 hectares (24,700
acres) of wetlands and lakes. Imagine an area about
1,000 times the size of Parliament Hill: that’s how

much wetland and lake habitat has been conserved
by the NACP. Stretched end to end, the rivers and
streams conserved under the program would reach
from St. John’s, Newfoundland and Labrador, to Regina,
Saskatchewan.
Wetlands act as filters that remove nutrient pollution,
such as excess phosphorous and nitrogen, from
groundwater. They also play an important role in
controlling and storing water; just half a hectare will
store more than 3.7 million litres of water — that’s the
equivalent of 1.5 Olympic-sized swimming pools.
Conservation projects such as the Musquash Estuary are
also important in the context of climate change. During
this century, global mean sea levels are likely to rise
significantly. Protecting coastal ecosystems, such as salt
marshes, estuaries and dunes, is critical for protecting
local communities from flooding and storm surges. Local
communities have also been vital in driving conservation
efforts at Musquash.

“Much of what’s
happened at
Musquash since
2007 has been
land donated by
local families,” says
Paula Noel, NCC’s
New Brunswick
program director.
“Many donors have
been inspired by
the federal funding
leverage under
the NACP, which
has encouraged
donations.”

14
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Wetlands and
lakes protected:
> 10,000 hectares
(24,700 acres)

Ramsar Wetlands of
International Importance:
> 1,600 hectares
(3,950 acres)

Rivers and streams
protected:
> 5,400 kilometres

Luxor Linkage Wetland, British Columbia
Approximately half of the 134-hectare (331-acre)
acquisition is immediately adjacent to the Columbia
Wetlands Wildlife Management Area. This 180-kilometre
stretch of wetlands along the Columbia River is a Ramsar
Wetland of International Importance and is recognized
as the longest continuous wetland remaining in North
America. A wide range of wildlife rely on wetlands,
including many species at risk. Common nighthawk,
western grebe, westslope cutthroat trout and western toad
are all COSEWIC-assessed species at risk that have been
documented on these conservation lands.

Grand Codroy River Estuary,
Newfoundland and Labrador
With support from the NACP, NCC conserved the
largest freshwater bog in the Codroy Valley. Recognized
as an Important Bird Area, the Codroy Valley supports
one of the most diverse populations of birds in Atlantic
Canada and is a key annual stopover site for thousands
of migratory birds. To date, NCC has helped conserve a
total of 240 hectares (600 acres) within the Important
Bird Area and near the province’s only Ramsar Wetland
of International Importance.

NATURECONSERVANCY.CA/NACP
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GRASSLANDS
These days, with urban development expanding into the
picturesque mountain foothills of southwest Alberta, there
is increasing pressure from subdivision and real estate
development on ranching communities.
With the future of their beloved ranch anything but
certain, Jennifer Barr and her family were looking for a
solution to ensure the long-term survival of their Oxley
Ranch — one of Canada’s oldest working ranches. The
Oxley Ranch is a great example of a working landscape in
a region with one of the last expanses of relatively intact
fescue grasslands in the province.
Grasslands are among the most endangered habitats on
the planet. It is estimated that less than five per cent of
native fescue grasslands remain in the country, making
Alberta’s southern grasslands one of the most threatened
regions in Canada. More than 60 Canadian species at risk
depend on this habitat, including iconic species such
as swift fox and greater sage grouse. These are working
landscapes, but conservation and ranching are not
mutually exclusive.
In the last decade, the NACP has contributed to the conservation
of more than 46,000 hectares (113,000 acres) of grassland

16
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habitat across Canada. In addition to supporting ranching
families and the native species that rely on this habitat, native
grasslands, such as those at Oxley Ranch, play an important
role in helping mitigate the impacts of drought and floods by
storing water.
The conservation of Oxley Ranch was officially announced in
March 2017. A conservation agreement is in place to protect
the ranch’s natural values while providing a guarantee that
the Barr family can stay and continue earning a living on the
ranch that has supported their ancestors since 1919.
The completion of this project was funded in part by the
Government of Alberta, through the Alberta Land Trust Grant
Program, and by the Government of Canada, through the
Natural Areas Conservation Program. It is certified under the
Ecological Gifts Program.
The ranch is located close to several other properties
conserved by NCC, including the Welsch Ranch, Waldron
Ranch and King Ranch. All feature important grasslands and
are located in the headwaters region of southern Alberta —
an area that covers only four per cent of the province, but
provides drinking water to 45 per cent of Albertans.

More than 70% of Canada’s
native grasslands
have been lost.

Area of grasslands
protected under the NACP:
> 46,000 hectares
(113,000 acres)

Moester, Manitoba
The Moester property is located within a grassland block
known as the Shellmouth Plains. While much of it is tame
grasslands, the block supports breeding populations of
grassland birds, like the nationally threatened Sprague’s
pipit and chestnut-collared longspur. Moester belongs to
a cluster of NACP-funded properties that enhance natural
corridors between Riding Mountain National Park and
other protected areas in the region.

Hunter’s Hill Conservation Agreement,
Saskatchewan
A conservation agreement established with a local
rancher has allowed NCC to protect important
grassland habitat northwest of Regina. This provides
connectivity to the provincially designated Valeport
Wildlife Management Unit, a large marsh at the south
end of Last Mountain Lake that is used by many species
of migratory birds. It is one of the only known breeding
locations of Clark’s grebe in Saskatchewan.

NATURECONSERVANCY.CA/NACP
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FORESTS
Granted as a seigniorial domain in 1674 by Louis XIV, King of
France, to Monseigneur de Laval, the first bishop of Québec,
the Kenauk property is deeply rooted in Canadian history.
In fact, from 1801, and for the century that followed, it was
owned by the Papineau family, and notably by Louis-Joseph,
one of Quebec’s central political figures of the 19th century.
This site of unique ecological and historical wealth is located
in the municipality of Notre-Dame-de-Bonsecours, near
Montebello.
On World Environment Day 2017, NCC and its partners
announced the protection of 6,000 hectares (15,000
acres) at Kenauk, representing a three-kilometre-wide and
20-kilometre-long nature corridor. The property consists of
large wetlands, lakes and forest areas.
Kenauk represents a major success for the NACP. Over the
past 10 years, the NACP has helped conserve 283,339 hectares
(700,146 acres) of forest across Canada. This is especially
significant, as forests are on the front line in the battle to
confront the effects of climate change. Along with actively
capturing and storing carbon, trees also purify our air, filter our
water and prevent soil erosion — ecological services we take
for granted. Imagine if we had to pay for these services.

18
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In a recent study of the natural capital value of forests with
TD Bank Group, under the TD Forests program, NCC found
that the ecological services of forests in Canada provide an
average benefit of $26,382 per hectare per year. Using that
average, forest lands conserved under the NACP contribute
billions of dollars of ecological goods and services to local
communities.
The conservation of Kenauk also secures a forest corridor
of major significance. The property provides habitat for
hundreds of species, including eastern grey wolf, a species
assessed as threatened by COSEWIC, and American black
bear. The property’s southern section contains the largest
known population of black maple trees in Quebec.
The property was secured with support from the
Government of Canada’s Natural Areas Conservation
Program, American Friends of the Nature Conservancy of
Canada, TD Bank Group, through its TD Forests program, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Echo Foundation and 50
individual donors.

Toronto

Vancouver

Winnipeg
Montreal
Calgary

In the last 10 years, the
NACP has helped protect
283,339 hectares
(700,146 acres) of
forests across Canada.
That’s larger than the
combined areas of
the cities of Montreal,
Toronto, Winnipeg,
Calgary and Vancouver.

Bunchberry Meadows, Alberta
These lands on the outskirts of Edmonton hold some
of the only true old-growth forests remaining in central
Alberta. Here, jack pines — some with girths exceeding
two metres — provide habitat for northern flying squirrel,
porcupine and long-tailed weasel, while the water and
willows provide habitat to many species, from western
tiger salamander, nationally designated as a species of
special concern, to moose. The property is conserved and
owned in partnership with the Edmonton Area Land Trust.

Happy Valley Forest, Ontario
This largely forested property located in the Greater
Toronto Area is a refuge for more than 110 breeding
bird species, and supports the recovery of nationally
significant species, such as Acadian flycatcher and
cerulean warbler. The Happy Valley Forest is characterized
by older-growth sugar maple, American beech and
eastern hemlock. It is also home to the Eastern newt.
Located within the Oak Ridges Moraine, the property
provides habitat connectivity along this natural area.

NATURECONSERVANCY.CA/NACP
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SUPPORTING THE
LAND TRUST COMMUNITY
There are many ways to achieve conservation and many organizations striving to do so. The Natural Areas Conservation
Program recognizes that Canada’s land trusts and conservancies are helping Canadians realize their aspirations to protect
the natural areas that communities cherish. This is important work.
The current NACP sets aside funds to support the work of Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC) and local land trusts. Through
their projects, these conservation partners inspire community pride and a connection to nature.
Since 2007, the NACP has provided more than $31 million to DUC conservation projects and $13 million to local and
regional land trusts. These funds assist in the securement of ecologically significant areas that protect habitat for species
at risk and migratory birds, and enhance natural corridors.
Ducks Unlimited Canada has a long history of wetland conservation in Canada. Since 2007, the NACP has supported an
additional 64,000 hectares (158,150 acres) of conservation by DUC on more than 560 projects.
In the past decade, nearly 30 local land trusts have benefited through the Other Qualified Organizations (OQO) portion of
the NACP. They have been a part of the program’s success, contributing 56 projects totalling 4,400 hectares (11,000 acres).
Additional funds have assisted 18 land trusts to develop and enhance their capacity, and improve compliance with the
Canadian Land Trust Standards and Practices.
For more information on the Other Qualified Organizations Program, please see natureconservancy.ca/oqo.
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Ontario Nature: Sydenham River Nature
Reserve, Ontario
Secured by Ontario Nature with support from the OQO program,
this 80-hectare (190-acre) property in southwestern Ontario
provides important habitat for wildlife in a watershed where
more than 85 per cent of the land is crops. The property protects
a section of the main branch of the Sydenham River, floodplains
and forests dominated by sugar maple and American beech. The
Sydenham River is well known for its richness of aquatic species
and contains the greatest diversity of freshwater mussels of any
watershed in Canada. More than 10 aquatic species at risk have
been documented on the reserve, including eastern sand darter,
blackstripe topminnow and salamander mussel. The section of
river is one of only three places in the world where the northern
riffleshell mussel is healthy and reproducing. Other species at
risk found on the property include cerulean warbler, red-headed
woodpecker, blue ash and Kentucky coffee-tree.

The Nature Trust of British Columbia: Bull
River Grassland Corridor, British Columbia
This 70-hectare (170-acre) property in the East Kootenay, secured
by The Nature Trust of British Columbia with funding under the
OQO program, is located 1.5 kilometres north of the confluence
of the Bull and Kootenay rivers. It provides an important
grassland and open forest corridor that links Crown lands on
both the north and south sides of the property. The securement
of this property reduces the risk of disease transmission from
domestic livestock to bighorn sheep, protects winter range for
elk and deer and protects habitat for endangered American
badgers. “This property is an exciting addition to existing
conservation lands in the lower Bull River,” says Jasper Lament,
CEO of The Nature Trust of BC. “Bighorn sheep use this property
as part of their traditional winter range. Because it is bounded on
three sides by other conservation lands, it is a very strategically
important acquisition.”

Ducks Unlimited Canada: Bushfield,
Saskatchewan
Located about 50 kilometres south of Saskatoon are the rolling Allan
Hills. This is prairie pothole country; picturesque Saskatchewan at its
best. The area is also prime habitat for many species of waterfowl,
migratory birds and other wildlife. Because of the high density
of wetlands, the area supports as many as 23 breeding pairs of
waterfowl per square kilometre, including up to a dozen pairs of
northern pintails — a species that has declined by more than 70 per
cent between 1966 and 2012 in North America.
However, this pothole pond paradise is under threat. Agricultural
and municipal development pressures have had an impact on
wetlands in the Allan Hills area. Ducks Unlimited Canada (DUC),
along with some very mindful farmers, is working to conserve
important habitat for the long term. Recently, DUC announced a
major conservation project in the area. The Bushfield conservation
agreement will add another 1,200 hectares (3,000 acres) of
conserved wetlands and grasslands in the area.
NATURECONSERVANCY.CA/NACP
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CARING FOR THE FUTURE
Once NCC acquires conservation lands through the NACP,
much planning and work is required to care for habitat and
the species that live there. The NACP funds stewardship
activities across Canada, including the reintroduction of
native species and the removal of invasive species.
Take, for instance, Pelee Island — a haven for migratory birds.
NCC manages many hectares of bird habitat here; however,
this natural area is under threat.
Until a few years ago, more than 800 metres of this beach was
dominated by the non-native, invasive European common
reed (also known as phragmites). This very tall grass spreads
rapidly to colonize wetlands and shorelines. It grows two to
six metres tall, and forms a colony that is impenetrable to
people and wildlife alike.
NCC staff and partners have been testing innovative
approaches to controlling phragmites on the property.
These techniques may eventually help many others,
including private land owners, government staff and other
conservation groups, to help combat this invasive species.

of wetlands, bringing the total restored area on Pelee Island
to 50 hectares (123 acres). Restored fields quickly become
wildlife habitat: monarch caterpillars have been observed
on planted milkweed and endangered small-mouthed
salamanders were found reproducing in created wetlands
after only one year. Last year, the NACP supported these
important stewardship activities on Pelee Island.
In addition to funding stewardship activities, the NACP also
connects Canadians to nature and its care by supporting
Conservation Volunteers (CV) events on NACP lands. NCC’s
CV program provides opportunities for volunteers to work
alongside NCC staff on key conservation projects, such as
improving habitat for species at risk.
The NACP supports a team of conservation technicians who
play a key role in monitoring and caring for the properties
NCC secures through the program. Often these technicians
are young conservation professionals, gaining valuable in-field
experience. In this way the program indirectly supports the
conservation leaders of the future.

Staff have also restored 9 hectares (22 acres) of former
agricultural land, including the creation of 3 hectares (7 acres)

The NACP has provided
more than $17.5 million
in stewardship funding
since 2007.
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In the last 10 years, the NACP
has supported stewardship
activities on more than
217,000 hectares (540,000 acres)
of important habitat.

Punnicy, Saskatchewan
Located in the East Parklands Natural Area, the Punnicy property
features an ongoing restoration project that was started in 2014. In
the first phase, staff planted close to 1,500 plains rough fescue plugs.
An additional 2 hectares (5 acres) were seeded with native species.
In the past year, NCC staff have moved from the seeding of native
grass and wildflower species to aggressive weed control and the
planting of plains rough fescue, Hooker’s oat grass and upland sedge
plugs to improve biodiversity. Weed control is being undertaken to
help with the establishment of native species.

Napier Lake Ranch, British Columbia
In the fall of 2016, dozens of Conservation Volunteers joined
NCC and the Burrowing Owl Conservation Society of BC to dig
22 new burrows on the Napier Lake Ranch Conservation Area.
Volunteer events such as these offer unparalleled opportunities
for Canadians to experience some of our country’s most impressive
landscapes, while lending a hand to NCC’s conservation and
stewardship efforts.

Sandy Point, Newfoundland and Labrador
Since 2013, NCC has organized a yearly beach sweep of Sandy Point
Island, located in St. George’s Bay. In that time, staff and volunteers
have removed more than 1,360 kilograms of plastic, nets, ropes and
tires from this important migratory bird habitat. The sandy beach
is a summer home to endangered piping plovers and a year-round
home to nesting ospreys.

NATURECONSERVANCY.CA/NACP
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